Puerto Penasco
Just an hour south of the U.S. border in Lukeville, Arizona is Puerto Penasco--AKA Rocky Point--AKA Arizona’s Beach. Spring Break in Rocky Point, Mexico, promises a blend of beautiful beaches, exciting activities, and vibrant nightlife, making it an ideal destination for both families and college students. 

Rocky Point offers an affordable way to enjoy the "Cancun vibe" without the Cancun price tag. Sandy Beach is known for its long and wide stretches, providing ample space for relaxation and beach activities, with vendors available for snacks and essentials. For those seeking quieter spots, Playa Encanto and Playa La Joya offer more secluded experiences​​.

In the ‘old town’ you will find many bars and restaurants serving all types of delicious food from bar food you might find in the U.S. to all sorts of seafood. My favorite restaurants on the Malecon are the Blue Marlin and Friendly Dolphin, but there are so many good restaurants, you can’t go wrong. 

Exploring the ‘Old Port’ or Malecón in Rocky Point, Mexico, offers a rich blend of sights, tastes, and experiences. This vibrant waterfront promenade is a hub for shopping, dining, and soaking in the local culture against the backdrop of the stunning Sea of Cortez.
Shopping and Souvenirs
· Souvenir Shops: The Malecón is lined with shops offering a variety of items, from beach essentials to unique gifts. Don't miss “Curios Sofia,” a large shop off the Malecón that specializes in authentic Mexican pottery, crafts, and decor spread across several floors​​.
· Rocky Point Gallery: Gallery showcases a variety of local artwork. Located a block north of the Malecón 

Dining
· Blue Marlin: Get the three-course meal for two even if you’re with a friend and it’s not Valentine’s Day. 
· Friendly Dolphin: Seafood specialties that will knock your socks off and décor you will not soon forget.
· Boo Bar: Amazing views of the Sea of Cortez, a lively atmosphere, and décor that includes Arizona license plates and ASU swag​​.
· El Oktopus: Famous for serving octopus among other seafood delights. The second-floor patio provides great views of the Sea of Cortez, best at sunset​​.
· The Point: Unique for being built on stilts over the sea. Specializing in flounder-shrimp dishes ​​.
· Tortilleria Hernandez: For a taste of local cuisine, this hole-in-the-wall offers freshly made tortillas by the bag. 
Attractions and Landmarks
· El Camaronero (The Shrimp Fisherman Statue): This iconic statue pays homage to the shrimp fishermen and is a focal point of the Malecón. It's surrounded by large columns, picturesque paths, and benches to relax and take in the views​​.
· Plaza de los Gobernadores (Plaza of the Governors): This plaza celebrates the cooperation between the governors of the U.S. and Mexico. It's a venue for various events, including Cinco de Mayo and The Cervantino Festival, offering a perfect setting to enjoy music and dancing against the backdrop of beautiful sunsets​​.
Tips
· Parking is generally available along the street or in parking lots for a small fee, making it easy to explore the Malecón on foot​​.
Whether you're shopping for unique crafts, enjoying fresh seafood, or simply taking in the panoramic views and vibrant atmosphere, the Malecón in Rocky Point promises a memorable experience for all who visit.

Sandy Beach
Sandy Beach is known for its long and wide stretches of soft sand, providing ample space for relaxation and beach activities, with vendors available for snacks and essentials. 
Rocky Point has tailored its beach resorts to be family friendly. For example, Las Palmas and Las Palomas resorts on Sand beach feature large waterslides and a lazy river. Beyond these, families and groups can indulge in jet skiing, banana boat rides, kayaking, and more on Sandy Beach​​.
Rocky Point is celebrated for its legendary parties during Spring Break, and Sandy Beach is the hotspot for university students from Arizona and beyond. The combination of beautiful beaches, swim-up bars, and amazing nightlife provides a perfect backdrop for memorable Spring Break celebrations​​.
Other Beaches
For those seeking quieter spots, Playa Encanto and Playa La Joya offer more secluded experiences​​.

Shopping:
Old Port (The Malecon) and Cholla Mall (Rodeo Drive) are the spots for finding everything from souvenirs to handcrafted artwork. 

Dining:
Rocky Point is renowned for its fresh seafood, especially the shrimp which is in season through March (meaning it’s fresh!). 


Nightlife
The nightlife in Rocky Point is enticing, with numerous bars and clubs offering live music and a lively atmosphere​​.
· Manny’s Beach Club: Located in the El Mirador area, this club is a hotspot during the high season or peak weekends, attracting a crowd eager for a lively night out​​​​.
· JJ’s Cantina: Situated in Cholla Bay, JJ's is renowned for its events and concerts, making it a staple of Rocky Point's nightlife​​​​.
· Club Elixir: This club offers a lounge atmosphere with DJs and live bands, including the local favorite Agua de Coco, performing salsa and Latin jazz on an open-air terrace​​.
· Chango’s Bar: If rock music is your preference, Chango’s Bar, in the Sandy Beach area, is the place to be. Rojo’s Band performs on Thursdays and Saturdays​​.
· Wrecked at the Reef: Known for its casual vibe, big screen TVs, live music, and dance floor, is a great place to eat and drink by the ocean. Located near Cholla Bay​​.
· Banditos: This bar, located in front of the Sonoran Sea and Spa Resorts, is the go-to for live music and dancing, with happy hour deals that are hard to resist​​.
· The Malecon: This waterfront district is filled with restaurants, bars, and cafes, offering live music, cold drinks, and a bustling atmosphere.
· Skully’s Cantina: Offers a great selection of margaritas and Mexican beers​​.


What to Do
· Jet Skiing: A fun way to enjoy the sea. Rentals are available along the beach​​.
· Ultralight Flight: Experience breathtaking views of Rocky Point from above in an ultralight plane, ride lasts 8-15 minutes​​.
· Zip Lining: One of Mexico's biggest zip lines offers adrenaline-pumping fun with stunning views of the Sea of Cortez​​.
· ATV Riding: Explore the desert terrain around Rocky Point. While beach riding is no longer allowed, several off-road locations offer great adventures​​. check out Competition Hill
· Horseback Riding on the Beach: A romantic or family-friendly activity, especially beautiful at sunset​​.
· Snorkeling or Scuba Diving: The clear and warm waters at spots like Cholla Bay and Bird Island are ideal for exploring marine life​​.
· Bird Island Tours: Witness a variety of marine life and birds in their natural habitat​​.
· Fishing: Rocky Point's reefs and estuaries make it a prime spot for fishing, with a variety of fish species to catch​​.
· Whale Watching Tours: Get an opportunity to see a fin whale between January and March.
· Tequila Tasting: Learn about the distilling process and sample various tequilas at Manny’s Tequila Factory​​.
· Kayaking and Stand-up Paddleboarding: 
· Go on a Sunset Booze Cruise with music, cocktails, and potentially dolphin sightings aboard the Senorita Rita​​.
· Golf The Links at Las Palomas,Vidanta Golf Puerto Peñasco,The Club at Laguna Del Mar
· Visit an Oyster farm and eat fresh Oysters
· Hike at El Pinacate y Gran Desierto de Altar Biosphere Reserve & UNESCO world heritage site


Whether you're looking to relax on pristine beaches, enjoy water sports, explore local shops, or experience the vibrant nightlife, Rocky Point offers an array of experiences to cater to every Spring Breaker's wishes.

Remember, while Rocky Point is a safe destination, it's always important to stay aware of your surroundings and use common sense during your travels. Enjoy your spring break in this beautiful beach town, where adventure and relaxation await at every corner.

